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SUBJECT: TESTIMONY FOR HEARING ON "BUY AMERICA" BILL 

REF: STATE 061254, 

1 . STATISTICS ARE NOT AVAILABLE THAT WOULD PROVIDE A 
BASIS FOR ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL VALUE OF PURCHASE OF 
US PRODUCTS BY THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT IN RECENT YEARS. 

THE HEAD OF THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT S STATE PROCUREMENT 
OFFICE HAS INFORMED THE EMBASSY'S COMMERCIAL OFFICER THAT HIS 
OFFICE DOES NOT MAINTAIN SUCH RECORDS. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
PROCUREMENT FROM AMERICAN SOURCES BY AN ENTITY CONTROLLED BY THE 
FINNISH GOVERNMENT IS FINN AIR'S ORDERS OF MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS AIR- 
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CRAFT. SINCE 1969 FINNAIR ESTIMATES THAT TOTAL ORDERS OF AIRCRAFT 

SPARES AND COMPONENTS FROM THE UNITED STATES AMOUNT TO 

$202 MILLION. FINNAIR HAS RECENTLY INFORMED THE 

EMBASSY THAT IT EXPECTS TO PLACE ADDITIONAL ORDER 

WITH AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS DURING THE NEXT DECADE 

THAT WOULD AMOUNT TO $450-$550 MILLION. 
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2. PROCUREMENT BY THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT FROM FOREIGN 
SOURCES OF GOODS COMPARABLE TO THOSE 
MANUFACTURED DOMESTICALLY IS PRACTICALLY NONEXISTENT. 
ACCORDINGLY, SHOULD THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT DECIDE IN 
RETALIATION AGAINST USG PROCUREMENT PRACTICES TO 
REDUCE PURCHASES FROM THE UNITED STATES, SUCH POLICY 
WOULD HAVE TO DISCRIMINATE IN FAVOR OF PURCHASES 
FROM THIRD COUNTRIES. 

3. THE FINNS CONTINUE TO SHOW GREAT INTEREST IN THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT EVENTUALLY A FINNISH ICEBREAKER MAY 
BE PROCURED BY THE COAST GUARD FOR USE ON THE 
GREAT LAKES. THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT THAT SHOULD 
SUCH PROCUREMENT BE JEOPARDIZED BY ACTIONS BY THE US 
GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE PREFERENCES ACCORDED 
AMERICAN SHIPYARDS, THERE WOULD BE A COOLING 

IN FINNISH AMERICAN BILATERAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS. 
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